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of the first cotton bag to bo filled ^ith earth and thrown
into the moat, In spite of the fire from the walls, the
Moghuls filled it in and tried to build on it a mound high
enough to overlook the city. On the mound they intended
to place heavy guns and looked forward to a speedy
surrender. But increased fire from the walls hindered the
erection of the mound. And the besiegers' losses and the
prevailing famine depressed dangerously thoir spirit, The
emperor recalled Azam Shah from northern India, and
Ruhulla Khan from Bijapur, and bade them como at onco
with all available troops and supplies. They obeyed the
command but the reinforcements ate up the supplies which
they brought. In May, therefore, Firoz Jang attempted a
night surprise. He collected scaling ladders and ropes
and his attempt all but succeeded. A few men had readied
the top when a pariah dog barked at them and gave thu
alarm. The garrison rushed to the spot, throw down the
ladders, killed those who had mounted by them and drove
off the rest of the storming party by musket fire, from the
walls. The next day Abu Hussein visited the spot and
thanked the defenders. For the pariah dog he reserved
special honours. He gave it a gold collar, a gold chain
and a gold coat. He created it a noble of Golcondn and
kept it thereafter as his constant companion*.

Next day the garrison counterattacked. At Abdur
Razzak's orders a picked force sallied from the fortress,
carried the mound, blew it up and destroyed both its
garrison find the artillery to be mounted on it. With in-
domitable perseverance, Aurangzib had the mound rebuilt
and fresh cannon made ready for it. But now another
ally came to the aid of the besieged* In the middle of
June the monsoon broke and three days' heavy rain washed
down the half finished work and flooded the trenches.
Once again Abdur Razzak led out his men, and' either
killed or made captive every soldier inside them, Among
the prisoners was Sarbarah Khan, one of Aurangzib's most